[bookmark: _GoBack]Final Exam

Please answer all six questions in complete short essays of at least 330 words each (no penalty if you write more).  As you will surmise by reading the questions, much of the content of your answers will depend on your subjective reading and analysis of the material.  As such, the way to make a good grade will be to base your opinions and ideas and interpretations on the texts that we read (using textual evidence) and on anything else you might want to cite from other sources (cite correctly, of course).  Your grade will also depend on the gracefulness of your writing (read your answers carefully, correct them, and perhaps have someone else read them, too) and on the quality of your thought and reason (critical thinking and logic).  As with the mid-term, you can quote from the work you’re writing about without citation, and you may employ outside sources if you cite them correctly.  Review the document in the mid-term file on using sources if you need to.  DO NOT PLAGIARIZE, as there will be not chance to make up the test.  Just make sure that I can tell what are your words and what words come from other sources.  When in doubt, cite! 

1. Slavery and race relations have played an enormous part in the formation of America as a country and as a culture.  From the time of Columbus until the Civil War, slavery was a reality in America.  As we saw from reading Douglass and DuBois, the end of the formal structures of slavery was not the end of the problem of race in this country.  What is your impression of the current state of race relations in America and how do you see that current state as a result of this history?  Cite the texts we have read when necessary and feel free to draw on other sources (properly cited, of course) if needed.

2. What do you finally make of Jefferson and the role of Deists like him in the formation of American government and culture.  Drawing on the Query on Religion, Paine, Franklin and any other sources you’d like to include (properly cited, of course), why do you think there is still such controversy around the subject of church and state?  Isn’t Jefferson clear in the Query?  Keeping in mind the popular method of reaching back to what the founding fathers “really meant,” how do you see the current separation of church and state in America and American politics?

3. From the reports of Columbus and Bradford to the Transcendentalism of Emerson and Thoreau and the fiction of Irving and Hawthorne, nature plays a large role in American literature and culture.  For Columbus and Bradford and Rowlandson, nature was something to be harnessed or it was a dangerous place to encounter hostile natives.  For Emerson and Thoreau, nature was a direct pipeline to God’s teaching or a place to live a purposeful life.  In Irving and in Hawthorne, nature was a mysterious place where one might be overtaken by an Elvin potion or come face-to-face with evil.  Thinking of our current relationship with the natural world of the American landscape, how has the American relationship with nature developed in a unique way—or has it?

4.  Toward the end of the course, we read quite a bit of poetry.  Poetry is a condensed form of literature that uses specific word choice, design (how the poem looks upon the page—line breaks, etc.) imagery, rhythm, and (sometimes) rhyme to create meaning.  Examine any of the poems we read with an eye toward explaining how all these elements work to create it’s meaning.  You needn’t describe the whole poem, but take a stanza or two if it’s long to describe how the poem works.

5.  What has been the most shocking thing that you have learned in the course—the thing you did not know before.  If everyone understood this thing that you have learned, whatever it is, how might it change their understanding of what it means to be an American?  Or, if you don’t feel that you learned anything shocking in the course, what’s the one thing that you wish you could make sure everyone in America knew in relation to the material we covered in this course?  How might this knowledge change people?

6.  What has been your favorite piece that we have read in this course?  Why?
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